
 

 

NEWSLETTER NO 49 – DECEMBER 2012 

Our newsletter focuses on all activities concerning rainwater harvesting, the International  
Rainwater Harvesting Alliance (IRHA) and its partners 

 
 

This month’s topic:  

2012 at the IRHA 
An overview of the year 

Editorial 
 

2 + 0 + 1 = 3 
 

Dear Rainwater Harvesters, Readers, IRHA Members and Friends, 
 

We are already counting down the number of days which we have left to live in 2012. It is 

time to start the accounting of our success stories and the sometimes winding paths we took 

to reach them, to analyse each one and to build our future engagement on a sound basis.  
 

What is the encouraging conclusion concerning Rainwater Harvesting over the past year? 
 

In a general way, rainwater harvesting is already well accepted and progressing in a global 

scale! Countries and cities have elevated the management of rainwater as a water resource to 

an equal member of the IWRM policy at national and local levels. The Africa Water Vision 

2025 document recognises that “at continental level, renewable water resources constitute 

only about 20 percent of total rainfall” and modestly suggests that “there is room for 

improvement in conservation of rainwater”. In fact, countries like Ghana have already 

published their rainwater harvesting strategy at the national level.  
 

In a completely different context, the USA has given a range of good examples. This year, the 

City of Atlanta accepted rainwater as a drinkable water resource, and many states (Texas, 

Hawaii, Washington, and others) have approved their guidelines for the harvesting and use 

of rain. Germany and France also have the same policy! 
 

Despite this progress, the world grows more dry and thirsty. Climate change is warming the 

heads of some decision makers: they need a good cooling with rainwater so they can sit 

together and make the right decisions for the future of the globe. While waiting for this 

heaven-sent shower, let us roll up our sleeves and implement as many rainwater harvesting 

projects as we can, showing their usefulness, vitality and efficiency to the world.  
 

A magic new year is coming! Look at the equation which I discovered hidden in its numbers. 

I wish you so much equilibrium, simplicity, faultlessness and quiet force as this equation 

brings.  
 

Happy New 2 0 1 3 year!!!  
 

Vessela Monta 
Executive Director 
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First pillar - Project implementation 
 

Our First Pillar focuses on project implementation in the field. All our projects are 
from the Blue Schools programme where we use rainwater harvesting to intro-
duce a clean and sustainable water supply along with decent sanitation and many 
other activities such as reforestation and training. 
 

2012 was another busy year for the Blue Schools programme: one project was 
finished and work continued on another three - all of which will be finished to-
wards the start of 2013. This year also signalled the start of a new element of the 
Blue Schools Programme: Blue Schools Plus. This is for schools located in moun-
tainous regions and includes extra activities tailored to the needs of mountainous 
communities. The pilot Blue Schools Plus project started in April, in the Kaski re-
gion of Nepal. Following the success of this project, we hope to increase the dis-
tribution of Blue Schools Plus to other mountainous regions of the world. 
 

Towards the end of this year, the IRHA Secretariat started to formulate four new 
projects, ready for implementation next year. One project, in Burundi, is already in 
the fundraising stage, and the other three - two in Burkina Faso and the other in 
Togo - will be shortly.  
 

With four new projects, and four projects to be completed, 2013 is already looking 
busy! 
 

Finished: Blue Schools in Togo and Benin 
Local partners: 3ASC in Togo and GROPERE in Benin 
This project, which took place in four schools, was finished in June and is cur-
rently undergoing three years of monitoring. 3,239 children and 66 teachers now 
benefit from a sustainable supply of clean water, decent sanitation, food from the 
vegetable gardens and a better school environment thanks to reforestation. The 
children and teachers also received training in health and hygiene, environmental 
protection and peace and tolerance. In addition, 18 masons were trained to build 
the rainwater harvesting systems and toilets, so they can build these facilities for 
the local community.                 Read more… 
 

Ongoing projects: 
 

Blue Schools in Tamale, Ghana 
Local Partner: RUWADCP 
The largest Blue Schools project, taking place in 17 
schools with more than 6,000 child beneficiaries. By 
April 2013 there will be: 33 water tanks, 38 toilet 
blocks, 6,000 trees, 17 vegetable gardens and 24  
volleyball courts. As with all Blue Schools projects, all 
children and teachers will be provided with training. 
 
Blue Schools in the region of Ikorodu, Nigeria 
Local Partner: ASWAF 
This project is in Luwasa School, a large school with 
over 1,500 children. Four 50,000 litre tanks are  
already finished and construction of the 47 toilets and 
18 urinals is well underway. The reforestation  
programme has begun and nine masons are being 
trained. This project will finish in April next year. 
 
Blue Schools in the region of Kaolack, Senegal 
Local Partner: Caritas Kaolack 
1,149 children and 29 teachers are benefitting from 
this project in two schools. All the work is finished in 
the first school, Kahone 1, and only training remains 
for the other, Fass Kahone. This project included two 
50,000 litre underground tanks, 26 toilets, 13 urinals 
and reforestation. 
 

For details and descriptions of all the individual Blue Schools projects, visit our 
website or read the Rainwater Harvesting in Schools newsletter from August. 

Blue Schools Plus in the 
Kaski District of Nepal 

 
Local partner: Kanchan Nepal 

 
The first Blue Schools Plus 

project, in the four schools of 
Shivalay, Ramkot, Jateshwor 

and Arunodaya. By April 
2013, this project will: 

Provide 1,053 children and 60 
teachers with water through 
the construction of rainwater 
harvesting systems, including 

eight water tanks 

Improve the sanitation 
conditions by building or 

renovating 25 toilets and 40 
urinals with hand washing 

facilities 

Have planted 1,053 trees 
through the “A child, a tree” 
initiative - where every child 
plants and looks after their 

own tree 

Introduce the local 
communities to new methods 

of income generation, for 
example by growing tomatoes 

to sell at market 
 

This is just a selection of 
some of the activities that 

make up this project, visit our 
website to find out more... 
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http://www.irha-h2o.org/?page_id=30
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?p=213
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?p=1629
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?page_id=30
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?wpfb_dl=289
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Second Pillar - Capacity building and awareness raising 
 
The IRHA was created to be an international platform for the promotion of rain-
water harvesting worldwide, we therefore dedicate much of our time to awareness 
raising and knowledge exchange activities. This is our Second Pillar and in-
cludes work with younger generations, the general public, authorities and profes-
sionals.  
 
Raindrops Geneva Award 2011 Exhibition 
In 2011, the IRHA, in collaboration with Photojournale, held the third edition of  its 
“Raindrops Geneva Award”, receiving almost 500 photographs showing the uses 
and benefits of rainwater harvesting. 

 

   
 

On 20th and 21st March, we held our first exhibition of these photographs in Ge-
neva to celebrate World Water Day 2012. SWISSAID Geneva organised a round-
table called “L’eau cotée en bourse” (Water, publicly traded?) at the University of 
Geneva, and we were invited to display 30 of the best Raindrops photographs as 
part of this event, helping to raise the awareness of the Geneva public to the 
practice and benefits of rainwater harvesting.            Read more… 

 
5th Annual Global Youth Conference 
On Wednesday 2nd May, Vessela Monta, our IRHA Executive Director, was in-
vited to take part in the 5th Annual Global Youth Conference. Organised by the 
Earth Focus Foundation, the theme of this event was “A Global Revolution of 
Green Solutions”. Children and young adults from schools all around Europe at-
tended this three day conference to learn about – and discuss – green solutions 
to many of the world’s most pressing challenges: water, forests, mountains, trans-
portation, energy and agriculture. 
 

Vessela took part on the Water Panel and gave a presentation about the concept 
of rainwater harvesting including its history and how it can be a green solution to 
the current global water crisis. She 
then talked about the IRHA, the work 
we do to increase awareness of rain-
water harvesting and our Blue 
Schools programme. 
 

The session was concluded with a 
panel discussion on the global water 
crisis, with the children posing some 
very interesting questions and state-
ments.       Read more… 
 
Launch of Raindrops Geneva Award 2013 
On the 5th June, World Environment Day, we launched the fourth edition of this 
competition. Like the very first competition - which was held in 2007 - we are look-
ing for posters that illustrate the advantages of rainwater harvesting.  
 

The three best posters will be awarded prizes and used for awareness raising 
activities. This competition will close next year, on the 31st October, and the win-
ner posters will be announced in November. 
 

Please visit the IRHA website if you would like to know more about the competi-
tion or want to submit a poster - the application form is available to download from 
this page. You can also send us an email at raindropsaward@irha-h2o.org. 

Third Pillar - Federating 
the RWH movement 

 

Our Third Pillar works towards 
the federation and unification of 
the global rainwater harvesting 
movement. The principle 
activity in this area is attaching 
members to the Alliance; 
members include organisations, 
individuals, institutions and 
private sector companies.  
 

Journalists for Rainwater 
Harvesting 
This year we created a new 
IRHA membership category: 
Journalists for Rainwater 
Harvesting. This group is a 
platform to bring together the 
talents of journalists in order to 
raise the profile of rainwater 
harvesting. By reporting about 
rainwater harvesting in their 
local, regional or national area, 
journalists are perfectly placed 
for this important task.  
 

Our Journalists for Rainwater 
Harvesting research and write 
articles – as well as produce 
photo documentaries and short 
films – about rainwater 
harvesting. These are then 
published in their local media, 
including local or national 
newspapers, magazines and 
newsletters, in order to raise 
awareness in their own 
countries. The IRHA also 
publishes the links of all the 
articles on its website, as well 
as on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
Get Involved! 
 

Visit our website to 
read the articles 
and to find out how 
to become a 
Journalist for RWH 
 
Visit our blog 
where our 
journalists share 
their first hand 
observations  
 
You can also 
follow Journalists 
for Rainwater 
Harvesting on 
Twitter 
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Vessela’s presentation on the Water Panel 

http://www.irha-h2o.org/?p=1890
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?p=2071
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?p=2088
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?page_id=32
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?page_id=34
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?page_id=2621
http://journalistsforrwh.blogspot.ch/
https://twitter.com/RWHjournalists


 

Become a Member 
 

The IRHA Members benefit from our 
extensive network and contribute to 
increasing the global use of rain-
water harvesting. Visit our website 
for more information. 

 

Rainwater harvesting lecture at ETH Zurich 
On 5th December, Vessela Monta, the IRHA Executive Director, was invited to 
Zurich, Switzerland, to lead a course on “Lessons in RWH”, as part of a Water 
Resources Seminar. This seminar, organised by the Hydrological Department 
of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich, was tailored for students of 
the Master of Advanced Studies in Sustainable Water Resources. 
 

Vessela highlighted the three aspects of good rainwater management: reten-
tion, infiltration and direct use. She spoke about its pertinence in climate 
change policy and its value in the mitigation process by reducing the (hidden) 
energy consumption of mains water provision. She finished with group work on 
case studies of rainwater harvesting in rural, urban and industrial contexts.  

Read more... 
 

Fourth pillar - Political positioning of RWH 
 

Our Fourth Pillar includes work to influence policy at local, national, regional 
and international levels, thereby raising Rainwater Harvesting to the top of the 
political agenda.  
 

6th World Water Forum 
Every three years since 1997, the World Water 
Forum has gathered together stakeholders for 
the world’s largest meeting around water. The 
goal of this year’s Forum was to tackle the chal-
lenges facing the world and to bring water high 
on all political agendas.  
 

On 14th March, two members of the IRHA Se-
cretariat, Vessela Monta the Executive Director 
and Hannah Price the Communications Officer, 
travelled to Marseille to attend this conference. 
 

The IRHA had been invited to the Forum by the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC), who ran the Swiss Pavilion located at the centre of 
Hall 3. For the whole week, from 12th to 17th March, the winning four photo-
graphs from our Raindrops Award 2011 were on display at the Swiss Pavilion. 
On the Friday, the last full day of the Forum, Vessela and Hannah conducted a 
presentation about the IRHA and rainwater harvesting.       Read more… 
 

“A Glass of Rainwater?” 
Meeting with Missions to the United Nations of the countries where we work 

At 9.30 am on Tuesday 13th November, the IRHA 
held a meeting and discussion with representa-
tives from the Missions to the UN of the countries 
where we carry out our Blue Schools projects. 
The idea behind this annual meeting is to discuss 
how we can work with the missions to increase 
our reach in their countries. This includes the for-
mulation of new projects and, most importantly, 
how they can help us get in contact with their 
countries’ authorities, community leaders and the 
government.              Read more… 
 

UEA Water Security and ICID seminar 
“Water-food-energy nexus: Challenges & opportunities” 

On Friday 24th February, two members of the IRHA Secretariat, Vessela Monta 
the Executive Director and Hannah Price the Communications Officer, travelled 
to Westminster in London, England. The purpose of this visit was to attend the 
UEA Water Security and ICID Seminar “Water-food-energy nexus: Challenges 
and opportunities”.             Read more... 
 

IRHA Video Corner 
 

The IRHA Video Corner show-
cases interesting and informa-
tive short films on several  
different aspects of rainwater 
harvesting. 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Newsletter 
 
The next edition of bRAIN-
storming is: 
 

IRHA and the Private Sector 
 

If you have any ideas, articles 
or pictures that you would like 
to contribute, please send 
them to us at: 

 

newsletter@irha-h2o.org 
 

 

 
Subscribe to the Newsletter 
 
To subscribe or unsubscribe, 
please email us at: 

 

newsletter@irha-h2o.org  
  

 

IRHA – International Environment House II, 
7-9 Chemin de Balexert, 1219 Geneva, Switzerland  

Tel: +41 22 797 41 57 & +41 22 797 41 58 
Website: www.irha-h2o.org  - E-Mail: secretariat@irha-h2o.org 

The Big Rainwater Quiz 

Join us online and 
get involved! 

 

 
 
 
 

“A Glass of Rainwater?” 

http://twitter.com/IRHA_H2O
http://www.facebook.com/InternationalRainwaterHarvestingAlliance
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?page_id=50
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?p=4141
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?p=1863
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?p=3789
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?p=1783
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?page_id=36
http://www.irha-h2o.org/?page_id=38

